Expression of acid-sensing ion channels of gastric mucosa from patients with Henoch-Schönlein purpura.
Acid-sensing ion channels (ASICs) are members of the voltage-insensitive, amiloride-sensitive degenerin/epithelial Na channel family of cation channels and have been shown to mediate pain associated with tissue acidosis after inflammation or injury; however, the expression and role of ASICs in gastrointestinal tract of Henoch-Schönlein purpura (HSP) patients were still uncertain. The present study was designed to examine the expression and localization of ASICs in gastric mucosa from patients with HSP using immunochemical techniques. The results showed that there was a significant increase in the mean relative optical density of ASIC2 and ASIC3 but not ASIC1a in the lining epithelium and glandular tubes of gastric mucosa from HSP patients with HSP. This finding suggested that ASICs may be related to the pathogenesis of gastrointestinal manifestations in patients with HSP.